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Chapter Objectives

• Summarize the changes in Europe after 
Rome’s fall.

• Describe feudalism and the rise of towns.

• Describe the growth of kingdoms and 
the effects of the Crusades. 

• Discuss the role of the medieval 
Catholic Church. 

• Explain the effects of wars and the 
Black Death. 

Medieval Europe
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Get Ready to Read

Section Overview

This section focuses on the creation of 
new kingdoms and the influence of the 
Catholic Church in medieval Europe.

The Early Middle Ages
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Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Focusing on the Main Ideas

The Early Middle Ages

• Geography influenced where medieval 
Europeans settled and what they did. 

• The Franks, Angles, and Saxons of 
Western Europe built new societies and 
defended them against Muslims, 
Magyars, and Vikings. 

• The Catholic Church spread Christianity 
through Western Europe. 
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Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Locating Places

• Aachen (AH·kuhn) 

• Scandinavia 
(SKAN·duh·NAY·vee·uh) 

Meeting People

• Clovis (KLOH·vuhs) • Charles Martel 
(mahr·TEHL) • Charlemange 

(SHAHR·luh·MAYN) • Otto I (AH·toh) 

• Holy Roman 
Empire 

• Gregory the Great 

The Early Middle Ages
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Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Building Your Vocabulary

• fjord (fee·AWRD) 

• missionary (MIH·shuh·NEHR·ee) 

• concordat (kuhn·KAWR·DAT) 

• excommunicate 
(EHK·skuh·MYOO·nuh·KAYT) 

The Early Middle Ages
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Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Reading Strategy

Organizing Information Create a table 
like the one on page 512 of your textbook, 
to show the major accomplishments of 
medieval leaders.

The Early Middle Ages
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The Geography of Europe

• After the fall of the Roman Empire in 
A.D. 476, Western Europe was divided 
into many kingdoms. 

• Most of Europe is within 300 miles of a 
coastline. 

(pages 513–514)

• Europe is a continent, but it is also a 
large peninsula made up of smaller 
peninsulas. 

The Early Middle Ages

• This encouraged trade and helped 
Europe’s economy to grow.
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The Geography of Europe (cont.)

• Rivers in Europe made it easy for 
people to travel within Europe to trade. 

• Waterways like the English Channel and 
wide rivers like the Rhine also kept 
people separated, so different cultures 
could develop. 

(pages 513–514)

• The seas and rivers offered Europe 
protection from enemies. 

The Early Middle Ages
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The Geography of Europe (cont.)

• Europe contains many mountain ranges 
that made it difficult for one group to rule 
all of Europe. 

(pages 513–514)

The Early Middle Ages
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How did the mountains affect 
people in Europe?

The mountains separated people so 
different cultures developed 
independently.  The mountains also 
made it difficult for one person to 
rule all the kingdoms in Europe.

The Early Middle Ages
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The Germanic Kingdoms

• The Visigoths in Spain and the 
Ostrogoths in Italy adopted Roman 
ways because they were close to the 
center of the old Roman Empire. 

(pages 514–519)

• In the early A.D. 400s, the Angles and 
Saxons invaded Britain from Denmark 
and Germany and became the Anglo-
Saxons.

• The Celts who had been living in Britain 
fled north and west.

The Early Middle Ages
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The Germanic Kingdoms (cont.)

• The Franks were a Germanic people 
living in the area that is now France. 

(pages 514–519)

• Clovis was king of the Franks who 
became a Catholic.

• Later, much of his kingdom became 
Catholic. 

The Early Middle Ages

• After Clovis’s death, fights broke out 
over land, and nobles called mayors 
settled disputes, gave out land, and 
fought each other. 
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The Germanic Kingdoms (cont.)

• Charles Martel was a Frankish mayor 
who wanted to control all the nobles. 

(pages 514–519)

• The Catholic Church supported Martel.

• Muslims conquered Spain in A.D. 711 
and threatened to spread Islam 
throughout Europe. 

The Early Middle Ages

• In A.D. 732, Martel and the Franks 
defeated the Muslims, and Christianity 
remained Europe’s major religion. 
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The Germanic Kingdoms (cont.)

• Pepin, Charles Martel’s son, became 
mayor after Martel’s death. 

(pages 514–519)

• Pepin and his army defeated a 
Germanic group, the Lombards, who 
threatened the pope.

The Early Middle Ages

• Pepin donated the land he acquired to 
the pope. 

• These lands became the Papal States.
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The Germanic Kingdoms (cont.)

• Pepin’s son Charles continued to defend 
the pope against the Lombards, and he 
conquered Germany and Spain. 

(pages 514–519)

• In time, Charles’s empire covered most 
of Europe.

The Early Middle Ages

• He earned the                                                 
name                                                 
Charlemagne. 

• The pope crowned Charlemagne the 
new Roman emperor.
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The Germanic Kingdoms (cont.)

• Aachen was the capital of 
Charlemagne’s empire. 

(pages 514–519)

• Charlemagne believed in and promoted 
education.

The Early Middle Ages

• After Charlemagne’s death, his son 
divided the empire into three kingdoms. 

• These kingdoms were weak and 
suffered invasions.
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The Germanic Kingdoms (cont.)

• Scandinavia is a country in northern 
Europe and was the home of the Viking 
people, who were skilled sailors. 

(pages 514–519)

• The Vikings raided Europe and 
conquered part of western France called 
Normandy.

The Early Middle Ages

• The three kingdoms of France were 
destroyed by raids, and the eastern 
kingdom became Germany.
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The Germanic Kingdoms (cont.)

• Otto I was a powerful German King who 
fought the Magyars and protected the 
Pope. 

(pages 514–519)

• Otto’s territory became known as the 
Holy Roman Empire.

The Early Middle Ages

• The pope rewarded him by making him 
emperor of the Romans. 
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How did the pope obtain the Papal 
States?

Pepin defeated the Lombards, who 
had threatened the pope.  Pepin 
donated the land he acquired in this 
victory to the pope, who then ruled 
the lands as if he were king.

The Early Middle Ages
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The Rise of the Catholic Church

(pages 519–521)

The Early Middle Ages

• A priest named Patrick traveled to 
Ireland to spread the message of 
Christianity. 

• He established monasteries there.

• Monks began teaching and preserving 
Roman learning.

• Gregory the Great was pope from A.D.

590 until A.D. 604.
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The Rise of the Catholic Church (cont.)

(pages 519–521)

The Early Middle Ages

• He asked monks to become 
missionaries, people who are sent out 
to teach their religion and spread 
Christianity. 

• Gregory’s monks                                              
converted Ethelbert,                                                
ruler of Kent in                                               
Britain.

• Irish monks                                                    
converted people in                                       
northern Europe.
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The Rise of the Catholic Church (cont.)

(pages 519–521)

The Early Middle Ages

• Monks and monasteries played an 
important role in education, health care, 
and the preservation of knowledge. 

• Later, they played an important role in 
Europe’s politics.
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The Rise of the Catholic Church (cont.)

(pages 519–521)

The Early Middle Ages

• In 1073, Gregory VII was elected pope.

• He issued a decree forbidding kings 
from appointing high-ranking Church 
officials. 

• Henry IV, the Holy Roman Emperor, 
refused to obey. 

• Henry declared that Gregory was no 
longer pope.
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The Rise of the Catholic Church (cont.)

(pages 519–521)

The Early Middle Ages

• Gregory excommunicated Henry, 
excluding him from church membership.

• When the German nobles chose a new 
emperor, Gregory accepted him. 

• In 1122, a new emperor and a new pope 
made an agreement called the 
Concordat of Worms. 

• Henry declared war against Gregory. 
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The Rise of the Catholic Church (cont.)

(pages 519–521)

The Early Middle Ages

• He controlled kings by threatening to 
withhold Christian rituals such as 
communion from a king or a country’s 
people. 

• The Catholic Church became very 
powerful under Pope Innocent III.

• They agreed that only the pope could 
choose bishops, and only the emperor 
could give them jobs in government.
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What duties did monks have?

Monks educated people, provided 
food to travelers, helped care for the 
sick, and taught farming, carpentry, 
and weaving.  They were also 
important in preserving knowledge.  
They made copies of important 
works, such as the Bible and works 
of Roman and Greek writers.

The Early Middle Ages
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What happened at the Battle of 
Tours, and why is the battle 
significant?

Charles Martel led the Franks 
against the Muslim army and 
stopped the Muslim advance into 
Europe.

The Early Middle Ages
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Why were monasteries important to 
medieval Europe?

Monasteries helped to teach people, 
provided food and rest, preserved 
knowledge, spread Christianity, and 
played a role in politics.

The Early Middle Ages
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Analyze How did Charlemagne 
demonstrate his support for 
education?

He opened a palace school for 
children of officials.  The scholar 
Alcuin taught classes.

The Early Middle Ages
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Describe Imagine you live in central 
Europe in medieval times.  Prepare 
a poster that describes the Vikings 
and the dangers they pose to your 
town.

Posters should describe the Vikings’ 
lifestyle, including their destruction 
of European villages and towns.

The Early Middle Ages
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The early Middle Ages is sometimes 
called the Dark Ages.  Discuss why this 
name is inappropriate.

The Early Middle Ages
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Feudalism

Get Ready to Read

Section Overview

In this section, you will learn about the 
development of feudalism as well as the 
rise of towns and cities.
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Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Focusing on the Main Ideas

Feudalism

• Feudalism developed in Europe in the 
Middle Ages.  It was based on 
landowning, loyalty, and the power of 
armored knights on horseback. 

• Knights followed a code of chivalry and 
lived in castles, while peasants lived in 
simple houses and worked hard all year 
long. 
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Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Focusing on the Main Ideas (cont.)

Feudalism

• Increased trade led to the growth of 
towns and cities and the rise of guilds 
and city governments. 

• Venice (VEN·nuhs) 

Locating Places

• Flanders (FLAN·duhrz)
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Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Feudalism

Building Your Vocabulary

• feudalism (FYOO·duhl·IH·zuhm) 

• vassal (VA·suhl) 

• fief (FEEF) 

• knight (NYT) 

• serf (SUHRF)  

• guild (GIHLD) 

JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents
JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents


Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Reading Strategy

Compare and Contrast Complete a 
Venn diagram like the one on page 522 of 
your textbook, showing the similarities 
and differences between serfs and slaves.

Feudalism
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What is Feudalism?

• After Charlemagne’s empire fell, 
landowning nobles became more 
powerful, and peasants looked to nobles 
for protection. 

(pages 523–526)

Feudalism

• Under the system known as feudalism,
landowning nobles governed and 
protected the people in return for 
services, such as serving as a soldier or 
farming the nobles’ lands. 

• Nobles were both lords and vassals. 

JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents
JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents


What is Feudalism? (cont.)

• A vassal was a noble who served a lord 
of a higher rank. 

(pages 523–526)

Feudalism

• A vassal showed his loyalty by serving 
in his lord’s army, and the lord granted 
the vassal land in exchange. 

• The land granted to a vassal was called 
a fief.

• Vassals governed their own fiefs. 
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What is Feudalism? (cont.)

(pages 523–526)

Feudalism
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What is Feudalism? (cont.)

• Knights were vassals who fought in war 
on horseback. 

(pages 523–526)

Feudalism

• They wore coats of armor called mail. 

• The feudal system in Japan was similar 
to the system in Europe. 

• Fiefs were called manors.  

• Lords ruled manors, and peasants 
farmed the land.  
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What is Feudalism? (cont.)

• Some peasants were free, had rights, 
and could move. 

(pages 523–526)

Feudalism

• Most peasants were serfs, which meant 
they could not leave the manor, own 
property, or marry without the lord’s 
approval. 

• Lords had a duty to protect serfs. 

• To gain freedom, a serf could run away 
and remain in a town for a year.  
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What is Feudalism? (cont.)

• Then he or she would be considered 
free. 

(pages 523–526)

Feudalism

• By the end of the Middle Ages, many 
serfs could buy their freedom. 

• New technology increased crop 
productivity in the Middle Ages. 

• The wheeled plow, the horse collar, 
water and wind-powered mills, and crop 
rotation helped farmers produce more 
food.
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What is Feudalism? (cont.)

(pages 523–526)

Feudalism
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What was a typical week like for a 
serf?

Serfs worked three days a week for 
their lord.  The rest of the week, 
they grew food for themselves.  
They had to grow enough food to 
give their lord a portion and still 
keep some for themselves.

Feudalism
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Life in Feudal Europe

(pages 526–528)

• Knights followed rules called the code of 
chivalry. 

• The code required 
knights to be brave, 
obey their lords, show 
respect to women of 
noble birth, and honor 
and help the church. 

• Wives and daughters ran manors when 
the noblemen went to war. 

Feudalism
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Life in Feudal Europe (cont.)

(pages 526–528)

• A castle was the center of the manor. 

• Castles had two parts: a human-made 
or naturally steep hill called a motte, 
with an open space called a bailey next 
to the motte. 

• The central building of the castle, called 
the keep, was built on the motte. 

Feudalism
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Feudalism

Life in Feudal Europe (cont.)

(pages 526–528)
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Feudalism

Life in Feudal Europe (cont.)

(pages 526–528)

• Peasants lived in simple cottages with 
walls of plastered clay and thatched 
roofs. 

• Cottages of poor peasants had one 
room; better cottages had separate 
rooms for cooking and sleeping. 

• Peasants worked hard in the fields year-
round. 

• They did not work on Catholic feast 
days, about 50 days a year.
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Feudalism

Life in Feudal Europe (cont.)

(pages 526–528)

• Peasant women had to work the fields 
and raise children. 

• Bread was a basic staple of the peasant 
diet. 

• Peasants also ate vegetables, milk, 
nuts, and fruit. 
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How were castles protected from 
enemies?

Castles were built on hills to make 
access more difficult, and the 
archers in the towers were better 
able to see approaching enemies 
from the hilltop.  Stone walls circled 
the castle, and in the later Middle 
Ages, those walls were made 
thicker and had more towers.

Feudalism
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Feudalism

Trade and Cities

(pages 528–531)

• After the collapse of the Roman Empire, 
almost all trade ended. 

• Most people did not leave their tiny 
villages. 

• Feudalism and technology helped 
promote trade. 

• Increase trade made towns larger, and 
several cities, such as Venice in Italy and 
towns in Flanders, which is today a part of 
Belgium, became wealthy. 
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Feudalism

Trade and Cities (cont.)

(pages 528–531)

• Northern European merchants traded 
with Asian merchants in trade fairs. 

• In the early Middle Ages, people 
bartered, but later, people began using 
money again. 

• Often, towns were under the control of 
the lords. In exchange for taxes, the 
lords granted townspeople basic rights, 
such as the freedom to buy and sell 
property and to serve in the army. 
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Feudalism

Trade and Cities (cont.)

(pages 528–531)

• Eventually, towns set up their own 
governments, with elected members of 
city councils. 

• Members of wealthy families were 
usually able to control elections. 

• Guilds, or business groups, were 
established by craftspeople. 
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Feudalism

Trade and Cities (cont.)

(pages 528–531)

• Guilds set standards for quality in 
products, determined how many 
products would be sold, set prices for 
products, and decided who could enter 
a trade. 

• A child of 10 could become an 
apprentice. 

• Apprentices learned a trade from a 
master craftsperson. 
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Feudalism

Trade and Cities (cont.)

(pages 528–531)

• An apprentice eventually became a 
journeyman and then a master. 

• Medieval cities contained crowded, 
wooden houses on narrow, winding 
streets.
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Feudalism

Trade and Cities (cont.)

(pages 528–531)

• Cities were dirty and smelled, and 
pollution filled the sky and contaminated 
water. 

• Women in cities prepared meals, raised 
their children,                                                        
and managed                                          
their household’s                                           
money. 

• They often helped their husbands with 
their trades, and some women practiced 
their own trades.
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What freedoms did the women of 
medieval cities have?

City women could be independent.  
They could practice their husbands 
trade, inherit his trade when he 
died, or practice their own trade.  
They were also in charge of their 
household’s money.

Feudalism
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What was a vassal?

a noble who served a lord of higher 
rank

Feudalism
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Feudalism

Describe the system of crop rotation 
used in the later Middle Ages, and 
explain how it increased the amount 
of food being grown.

Peasants rotated crops among three 
fields.  Since only one-third of the land 
was unused, more crops were grown.
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Summarize Explain the shift of 
power from kings to nobles during 
the Middle Ages.

Europe had no central government.  
Nobles began to collect taxes and 
enforce laws.

Feudalism
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Cause and Effect How did an 
increase in trade lead to the growth 
of towns and cities?

Trade brought more people and 
prosperity to cities.

Feudalism
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Conclude What were guilds, and 
why were they important?

Guilds were business groups 
organized by craftspeople.  They set 
standards for quality, decided how 
goods were made, and set prices.

Feudalism
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Creative Writing Write a For Sale 
advertisement for a medieval castle.  
Describe the castle’s rooms and 
surroundings, including the manor 
and its residents.

Entries should include relevant 
details about life in and around a 
castle.

Feudalism
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Create a chart that compares life in a 
medieval town with life on a manor.

Feudalism
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Kingdoms and Crusades

Get Ready to Read

Section Overview

This section discusses the rise of new 
kingdoms in Europe and the causes and 
effects of the Crusades.
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Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Focusing on the Main Ideas

Kingdoms and Crusades

• England developed a system in which the 
king’s power was limited by Parliament.

• French kings called the Capetians 
conquered lands held by the English in 
western France and set up France’s first 
parliament. 

• After the Mongols destroyed the Kievan 
state, the rulers of Moscow built a new 
Russian state headed by a czar. 
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Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Focusing on the Main Ideas (cont.)

Locating Places

• Normandy (NAWR·muhn·dee) 

• Kiev (KEE·EHF) 

• Moscow (MAHS·koh) 

Kingdoms and Crusades

• European crusaders captured Jerusalem 
but were later driven out by the Muslims.
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Meeting People

• William the Conqueror 

• King John 

• Philip II (FIH·luhp) 

• Saladin (SA·luh·DEEN)

Building Your Vocabulary

• grand jury 

• trial jury 

• clergy 
(KLUHR·jee)

Kingdoms and Crusades

Get Ready to Read (cont.)
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Reading Strategy

Cause and Effect Complete a diagram 
like the  one on page 534 of your textbook 
to show the causes and effects of the 
Crusades.

Kingdoms and Crusades

Get Ready to Read (cont.)
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England in the Middle Ages

• Alfred the Great united the Anglo-Saxon 
kingdoms and drove the Viking invaders 
out.

• This kingdom became “Angleland,” or 
England. 

• Normandy was an area in western 
France, across the English Channel from 
England. 

(pages 535–537)

• Normandy was ruled by William, a 
cousin of King Edward of England.

Kingdoms and Crusades
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England in the Middle Ages (cont.)

• When Edward died, William invaded 
England.

• He defeated the English and became 
king. 

• He was                                                                  
known as                                                            
William the                                                    
Conqueror. 

(pages 535–537)

Kingdoms and Crusades
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England in the Middle Ages (cont.)

• William ordered a census called the 
Domesday Book.

• It counted people, manors, and animals 
in England. 

• The Normans brought their northern 
French customs to England and 
eventually the customs of the two 
cultures merged. 

(pages 535–537)

Kingdoms and Crusades
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England in the Middle Ages (cont.)

• Henry II was a powerful ruler of England 
who created the jury system to address 
arguments over land.

• The grand jury decided whether people 
should be accused of a crime. 

• The trial jury decided whether an 
accused person was guilty or innocent. 

(pages 535–537)

Kingdoms and Crusades

• King John, Henry’s son and successor, 
angered many royals by raising taxes 
and punishing people without trials.
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England in the Middle Ages (cont.)

• The nobles met with King John and forced 
him to sign the Magna Carta, or Great 
Charter.

• The Magna Carta took away some of the 
king’s powers and helped establish 
people’s rights and limited government. 

• In the 1200s, King Edward I gathered 
representatives from across England to 
advise him and help him make laws. 

(pages 535–537)

Kingdoms and Crusades
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England in the Middle Ages (cont.)

• This gathering was called the 
Parliament.

• The Parliament eventually divided into 
two houses: the House of Lords and the 
House of Commons. 

(pages 535–537)

Kingdoms and Crusades
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How did the jury system protect 
people?

The jury system helped prevent 
unfair punishment of people by 
having juries, instead of single 
authorities, decide whether 
someone was guilty of a crime.

Kingdoms and Crusades
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The Kingdom of France

• The Frankish nobles chose Hugh Capet 
as king in 987. 

• After Charlemagne’s empire was divided, 
the western part of the empire became 
France.

(page 538)

• He was the first Capetian king. 

• The Capetians controlled the area 
around Paris, and the Capetian nobles 
had more power than the kings.

Kingdoms and Crusades

JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents
JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents


The Kingdom of France (cont.)

• He captured land in Western Europe 
that had been controlled by England. 

• Philip II took the French throne and 
warred with England.

(page 538)

• French society had three classes: 
clergy, nobles, and townspeople and 
peasants. 

Kingdoms and Crusades

JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents
JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents


The Kingdom of France (cont.)

• This was France’s first parliament. 

(page 538)

• In 1302, King Philip IV met with 
representatives from the three classes, 
conducting the first meeting of the 
Estates-General. 

Kingdoms and Crusades
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Why was the Estates-General the 
first step toward representative 
government?

Although France was ruled by a 
king, the Estates-General included 
different levels of society in making 
decisions about how the country 
would be governed.

Kingdoms and Crusades

JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents
JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents


Eastern Europe and Russia

• The Slavs eventually divided into three 
major groups:  southern, western, and 
eastern Slavs. 

(pages 539–540)

• The Slavs settled villages in Eastern 
Europe around A.D. 500. 

Kingdoms and Crusades

• In the 700s, Vikings moved into Slav 
territory and eventually took power from 
the Slavs. 

• The Slavs called the Viking rulers the 
Rus. 
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Eastern Europe and Russia (cont.)

• The Grand Duke of Kiev was the main 
ruler, with local princes, merchants, and 
landowning nobles. 

(pages 539–540)

• Oleg, a Viking ruler, created a Rus state 
around the city of Kiev and called it the 
Kievan Rus. 

Kingdoms and Crusades

• The Kievan Rus grew, which attracted 
missionaries from the Byzantine Empire. 
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Eastern Europe and Russia (cont.)

• The Mongols invaded the Kievan Rus 
and conquered all but the city of 
Novgorod. 

(pages 539–540)

• Vladimir, a Rus ruler, married the 
Byzantine emperor’s sister and declared 
his people Eastern Orthodox. 

Kingdoms and Crusades

• However, the rulers of Novgorod paid 
money to the Mongol leader. 

• Alexander Nevsky was named grand 
duke of Novgorod.
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Eastern Europe and Russia (cont.)

(pages 539–540)

• As the Slavs recovered from the Mongol 
invasion, Moscow, a city located at the 
crossroads of important trade routes 
began to grow. 

Kingdoms and Crusades

• Moscow became the center for the 
Russian branch of the Eastern Orthodox 
Church. 

• Alexander Nevsky’s descendants 
became dukes of Moscow. 
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Eastern Europe and Russia (cont.)

(pages 539–540)

• Ivan III, known as Ivan the Great, was 
the grand duke of Moscow. 

Kingdoms and Crusades

• He began calling himself czar, which 
means emperor in Russian. 

• He married Sophia, the niece of the last 
Byzantine emperor. 

• Ivan III ended Mongol rule of Moscow 
and expanded its territory.
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How was the Eastern Orthodox 
religion introduced to Russia?

Vladimir became Eastern Orthodox 
after marrying the Byzantine 
emperor’s niece and then declared 
his people Eastern Orthodox.

Kingdoms and Crusades
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The Crusades

(pages 541–543)

• During the Middle Ages, Muslim Turks 
invaded the Byzantine Empire. 

Kingdoms and Crusades
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The Crusades (cont.)

(pages 541–543)

Kingdoms and Crusades

• Pope Urban II asked 
European leaders to 
capture Jerusalem and 
free the homeland of 
Jesus from the                      
Muslims. 

• Thousands of soldiers captured 
Jerusalem in the First Crusade, 
conquering lands along the way. 

• The conquered lands were divided into 
four states.
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The Crusades (cont.)

(pages 541–543)

• The Muslims fought back, and the 
Europeans began the Second Crusade. 

Kingdoms and Crusades

• His troops captured Jerusalem for the 
Muslims. 

• Saladin, a Muslim, became ruler of 
Egypt. 

• The Europeans lost the Second 
Crusade.
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The Crusades (cont.)

(pages 541–543)

• France, England, and the Holy Roman 
Empire banded together to fight the Third 
Crusade against Saladin, which ended in 
a truce. 

Kingdoms and Crusades

• Merchants used it as an excuse to 
attack Constantinople and seize its 
riches. 

• A Fourth Crusade began around 1200. 

• The Byzantine Empire became weaker.
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The Crusades (cont.)

(pages 541–543)

• Six more crusades were staged, but they 
achieved little. 

Kingdoms and Crusades

• The Crusades helped break down 
feudalism and increased trade between 
Europe and the Middle East. 

• Muslims gradually regained the territory 
lost in the First Crusade. 
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How did the Crusades help break 
down the system of feudalism and 
increase the strength of 
monarchies?

Nobles who joined the Crusades 
sold their land and freed the serfs.  
This reduced the nobles’ power.  
When the nobles had less power, 
kings could build stronger central 
governments.

Kingdoms and Crusades
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What is the significance of the Battle 
of Hastings?

William the conqueror defeated 
Harold Godwinson for control of 
England.

Kingdoms and Crusades
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What groups developed from the 
three major divisions of Slavs in 
Eastern Europe?

southern Slavs (Croats, Serbs, and 
Bulgarians); western Slavs (Poles, 
Czechs, and Slovaks); eastern Slavs 
(Ukrainians, Belorussians, and 
Russians)

Kingdoms and Crusades
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Evaluate What was the importance 
of the Magna Carta?

It limited the king’s powers.

Kingdoms and Crusades
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Summarize Describe the 
development of England’s 
Parliament, and discuss its role in 
changing government.

Parliament included the House of 
Lords and the House of Commons.  
Parliament was a major step toward 
representative government.

Kingdoms and Crusades
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Explain Why did cities such as 
Venice flourish as a result of the 
Crusades? 

Crusaders depended on those 
cities for supplies.

Kingdoms and Crusades
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Expository Writing Write an 
essay describing how the 
Crusades affected feudalism.

Essays should include details about 
the Crusades and the decline of 
feudalism.

Kingdoms and Crusades
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Evaluate the positive and negative 
aspects of the Crusades.

Kingdoms and Crusades
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The Church and Society

Get Ready to Read

Section Overview

This section focuses on the medieval 
Catholic Church, the new universities, 
and developments in art and architecture.
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Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Focusing on the Main Ideas

The Church and Society

• The Catholic Church played an 
important role in medieval Europe and 
used its power to uphold its teachings.

• Church and government leaders 
supported learning and the arts in 
medieval Europe.
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Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Locating Places

• Bologna (bu·LOH·nyuh)

Meeting People

• Francis of Assisi (uh·SIHS·ee) 

The Church and Society

• Thomas Aquinas (uh·KWY·nuhs) 
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Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Building Your Vocabulary

• heresy (HEHR·uh·see)

• anti-Semitism 
(an·tih·SEH·muh·TIH·zuhm) 

• theology (thee·AH·luh·jee) 

• scholasticism (skuh·LAS·tuh·SIH·zuhm) 

• vernacular (vuhr·NA·kyuh·luhr)

The Church and Society

• mass 
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Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Reading Strategy

Organizing Information Complete a  
Venn diagram like the one on page 544 of 
your textbook to show the similarities and 
differences between Romanesque and 
Gothic cathedrals.

The Church and Society
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Religion and Society

• The Cistercian order were monks who 
farmed, worshiped, and prayed.

(pages 545–548)

• The most famous Cistercian monk was 
Bernard of Clairvaux.

• Many women, mostly from the nobility, 
entered convents between A.D. 1000 
and 1200 and became nuns.

The Church and Society

• Hildegard of Bingen was a famous nun 
who composed music for the Church.
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Religion and Society (cont.)

• Most monks lived in religious 
communities called monasteries.

(pages 545–548)

• Friars were different.

• They traveled around the world to 
preach and lived by begging.

The Church and Society

• Francis of Assisi founded the first order 
of friars, who became known as 
Franciscans.
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Religion and Society (cont.)

• The Dominican order was founded by 
Dominic de Guzmán.

(pages 545–548)

• In medieval Europe, daily life revolved 
around the Catholic Church.

• Priests conducted religious services, ran 
schools and hospitals, performed 
weddings and conducted burials, and 
recorded births.

The Church and Society

JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents
JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents


Religion and Society (cont.)

(pages 545–548)

The Church and Society

• People went to church to partake in the 
sacraments, or Church rituals.
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Religion and Society (cont.)

• Saints were holy men and women who 
had died.

(pages 545–548)

• Mary, the mother of Jesus, was the most 
honored saint.

• The Catholic Church tried to end heresy,
or religious beliefs that conflict with 
Church teachings, by establishing a 
court called the Inquisition.

The Church and Society
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Religion and Society (cont.)

(pages 545–548)

The Church and Society

• People brought to the Inquisition were 
urged to confess to heresy.
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Religion and Society (cont.)

• If they confessed, they were punished 
and allowed to return to the Church.

(pages 545–548)

• If they did not confess, they were 
tortured until they confessed or were 
executed.

• Leaders of the Catholic Church 
persecuted Jews.

The Church and Society

• Christians blamed Jews for economic 
problems.
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Religion and Society (cont.)

• Hatred of Jews is called anti-Semitism.

(pages 545–548)

• In much of Western Europe, Jews lost 
rights and were forced to move to 
Poland and other Eastern European 
countries.

The Church and Society
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What is the sacrament of 
communion?

Communion is when people partake 
of bread and wine in a Church ritual 
to remind them of Jesus’ death on 
the cross for their sins.  The bread 
symbolizes Jesus’ body and the 
wine symbolizes his blood.

The Church and Society
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Medieval Culture

• Architecture of the Middle Ages reflected 
the importance of religion.

(pages 549–552)

• People built large churches, called 
cathedrals.

The Church and Society

• Two popular architectural styles of that 
time are called Romanesque and 
Gothic.
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(pages 549–552)

The Church and Society

Medieval Culture (cont.)
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Medieval Culture (cont.)

(pages 549–552)

The Church and Society

• Oxford University was one of the first 
universities established in Europe. 

• University students studied grammar, 
logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, and 
astronomy for four to six years.

• College graduates could continue their 
education and earn a doctorate in law, 
medicine, or theology, the study of 
religion and God.
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Medieval Culture (cont.)

(pages 549–552)

The Church and Society

• Thomas Aquinas was a Dominican friar 
and priest. 

• He was famous for his contributions to 
scholasticism.

• This was a new way of thinking that 
changed theology studies.

• Aquinas combined Church teachings 
with the ideas of Aristotle. 
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Medieval Culture (cont.)

(pages 549–552)

The Church and Society

• He also wrote about natural law, which 
is the belief that some laws are part of 
human nature. 

• Latin was the language of educated 
people in Europe during the Middle 
Ages.

• Everyday languages of local people 
were called vernacular.

• Vernacular literature began in the 
Middle Ages. 
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Medieval Culture (cont.)

(pages 549–552)

The Church and Society

• Troubadour poetry and the heroic epic, 
two types of vernacular literature, 
became popular in the educated class. 

• The Song of Roland is about a knight 
named Roland who fights against the 
Muslims.
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What are the differences between 
Romanesque-style cathedrals and 
Gothic-style cathedrals?

Romanesque-style cathedrals had barrel 
vaults—long, rounded roofs—and Gothic-
style cathedrals did not. Gothic-style 
cathedrals used flying buttresses, or stone 
supports, on the cathedral’s outside walls.  
This allowed for thinner walls and stained 
glass windows.  Romanesque-style 
cathedrals had thick walls and recessed 
windows that let in little light.

The Church and Society
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The Church and Society

What is theology?

the study of religion and God
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The Church and Society

What is vernacular language, and 
what were common vernacular 
languages in medieval times?

Vernacular language is a local, 
everyday language for example 
Spanish, French, English, Italian, 
and German.
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Summarize How did the Inquisition 
treat the people brought before it? 

The Inquisition tortured suspected 
heretics who would not confess.

The Church and Society
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Analyze How did Christian beliefs 
result in a resettlement of Jews?  
Where did many Jews settle in the 
Middle Ages? 

Christians persecuted Jews and 
expelled them.  Many Jews settled in 
Poland and other Eastern European 
countries.

The Church and Society
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Explain What were Thomas 
Aquinas’s beliefs related to 
government? 

Aquinas claimed that natural law 
gave people certain rights that the 
government should not take away.

The Church and Society
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Persuasive Writing Write a letter 
to a medieval university telling them 
why you would like to become a 
student there.  Be sure to discuss 
the subjects you would like to study.

Answers will vary.

The Church and Society

JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents
JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents


Discuss the validity of this statement:  
The seeds of modern life were present in 
the Middle Ages.

The Church and Society
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The Late Middle Ages

Get Ready to Read

Section Overview

This section describes the plague and 
wars that devastated Europe during the 
later Middle Ages.

JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents
JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents


The Late Middle Ages

Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Focusing on the Main Ideas

• A terrible plague, known as the Black 
Death, swept through Europe in the 
1300s, killing millions. 

• Western Europe was devastated by war 
in the 1300s and 1400s as England and 
France fought each other, and Spain 
and Portugal fought against the Muslims.

JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents
JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents


The Late Middle Ages

Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Locating Places

• Crecy (kray·SEE)

Meeting People

• Joan of Arc 

• Isabella of Castile 

• Orléans (AWR·lay·AHN)

• Ferdinand of Aragon
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The Late Middle Ages

Get Ready to Read (cont.)

Building Your Vocabulary

• plague (PLAYG) 

• Reconquista (RAY·kohn·KEES·tuh)

Reading Strategy

Summarizing Information Complete a  
table like the one on page 553 of your 
textbook, showing the path of the Black 
Death in Europe and Asia.
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The Black Death

(pages 554–555)

• A plague is a disease that spreads 
quickly and kills many people. 

• The Black Death was a plague that 
spread throughout Europe and Asia in 
the late Middle Ages.

The Late Middle Ages

• Historians believe the Mongols were 
partly responsible for the rapid spread of 
the plague because they opened up 
trade between China, India, the Middle 
East, and Europe.
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The Black Death (cont.)

(pages 554–555)

• Rats carrying the plague were brought 
in on trading caravans. 

• The first outbreak of the Black Death 
appeared in China, then in India, Muslim 
countries, and Europe.

The Late Middle Ages

• The European outbreak began in Caffa, 
a city on the Black Sea.
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(pages 554–555)

• About 19–38 million Europeans died of 
the Black Death between 1347 and 
1351. 

• The deaths of so many people damaged 
the economy.

The Late Middle Ages

• It also weakened the feudal system.

The Black Death (cont.)
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How did the Black Death affect the 
economy?

Fewer workers caused wages to increase 
and demand for food to decrease.  Prices 
for food fell, so farmers could not make 
enough money to pay their rent.  
Landlords had to pay workers more and 
charge less rent for the farms they owned.  
Some peasants convinced their landlords 
to let them pay rent with money instead of 
services.  Serfs could buy their freedom.

The Late Middle Ages
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(pages 557–558)

• The Hundred Years’ War began after 
Edward III angered the French by 
declaring himself king of France in 
1337. 

• A French peasant girl fought with the 
French army during the Hundred Years’ 
War.

The Late Middle Ages

• The English captured Joan and had her 
tried by the Inquisition.

A Troubled Continent
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(pages 557–558)

• She was burned at the stake in 1431. 

• She became known as Joan of Arc.

The Late Middle Ages

A Troubled Continent (cont.)

• The French finally defeated the English 
in 1453.

• After a civil war in England called the 
War of the Roses, Henry Tudor was 
crowned Henry VII.
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(pages 557–558)

• Although Muslims ruled most of Spain 
and Portugal, the people of these 
countries were mostly Christians and 
some Jews. 

• Though the Muslims accepted the Jews 
and Christians, the Christians resented 
Muslim rule.

The Late Middle Ages

A Troubled Continent (cont.)

• The Reconquista was the Christians’ 
struggle to retake Spain and Portugal.
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(pages 557–558)

• Princess Isabella of Castile married 
Prince Ferdinand of Aragon. 

• As king and queen, they later united 
their two territories into one country 
called Spain.

The Late Middle Ages

A Troubled Continent (cont.)

• Ferdinand and Isabella wanted all of 
Spain to be Catholic.

• They wanted to get rid of Jews and 
Muslims in Spain.
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(pages 557–558)

• The Spanish Inquisition was a religious 
court that tried people who were not 
loyal to the Catholic faith. 

• In 1492, Jews were given a choice of 
converting or leaving.

The Late Middle Ages

A Troubled Continent (cont.)

• Ten years after Spain recaptured 
Granada from the Muslims in 1492, 
Muslims were expelled as well.

JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents
JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents


What was the War of the Roses?

The War of the Roses was a civil 
war that broke out among nobles of 
England after the Hundred Years’ 
War.  They were fighting over who 
would be king.

The Late Middle Ages
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The Late Middle Ages

How was the Black Death spread?

bacteria carried by fleas on rats, 
which then carried disease on 
caravans and ships
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The Late Middle Ages

Who was Joan of Arc, and what role 
did she play in the Hundred Years’ 
War?

She was a peasant girl whose faith 
and leadership led French soldiers to 
victories.
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Analyze How did the Hundred 
Years’ War affect the countries 
involved?

France united under strong central 
government; England affected by 
economic weakness and civil war

The Late Middle Ages
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Summarize Describe the history of 
Spain and Portugal during the 
Middle Ages.

Muslim rule; Christian Reconquista
to gain back lands; three 
kingdoms—Portugal, Castile, and 
Aragon; Spain united under 
Ferdinand and Isabella.

The Late Middle Ages
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Conclude  Do you think the removal 
of the Jews and Muslims from Spain 
was a wise policy?  Explain your 
answer.

Answers will vary.  You may note 
that diversity would have led to a 
rich culture.

The Late Middle Ages
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Summarize the ways that the Black 
Death, the Hundred Years’ War, and the 
Reconquista affected Europe.

The Late Middle Ages

JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents
JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents




Section 1: The Early Middle Ages

Focusing on the Main Ideas

Medieval Europe

• Geography influenced where medieval 
Europeans settled and what they did.

• The Franks, Angles, and Saxons of 
Western Europe built new societies and 
defended them against Muslims, 
Magyars, and Vikings. 

• The Catholic Church spread Christianity 
through Western Europe.
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• Feudalism developed in Europe in the 
Middle Ages. It was based on landowning, 
loyalty, and the power of armored knights 
on horseback. 

• Knights followed a code of chivalry and 
lived in castles, while peasants lived in 
simple houses and worked hard all year 
long. 

Medieval Europe

• Increased trade led to the growth of towns 
and cities and the rise of guilds and city 
governments.

Section 2: Feudalism

Focusing on the Main Ideas
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Section 3: Kingdoms and Crusades

• England developed a system in which 
the king’s power was limited by 
Parliament. 

• French kings called the Capetians 
conquered lands held by the English in 
western France and set up France’s first 
parliament.

Medieval Europe

Focusing on the Main Ideas
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Section 3: Kingdoms and Crusades

• After the Mongols destroyed the Kievan 
state, the rulers of Moscow built a new 
Russian state headed by a czar. 

• European crusaders captured 
Jerusalem but were later driven out by 
the Muslims.

Medieval Europe

Focusing on the Main Ideas
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Section 4: The Church and Society

• The Catholic Church played an 
important role in medieval Europe and 
used its power to uphold its teachings. 

• Church and government leaders 
supported learning and the arts in 
medieval Europe.

Medieval Europe

Focusing on the Main Ideas
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Section 5: The Late Middle Ages

• A terrible plague, known as the Black 
Death, swept through Europe in the 
1300s, killing millions. 

• Western Europe was devastated by war 
in the 1300s and 1400s as England and 
France fought each other, and Spain 
and Portugal fought against the 
Muslims.

Medieval Europe

Focusing on the Main Ideas
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__ 1. worked their own 
land and a lord’s 
land

__ 2. the study of religion 
and God

__ 3. people ordained as 
priests

Review Vocabulary 

A. fief

B. serf

C. concordat

D. clergy

E. heresy

F. theology

F

D

Define Match the vocabulary word with its definition.

B

Medieval Europe
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__ 4.  land granted to a 
vassal

__ 5.  agreement between 
the pope and the 
ruler of a country

__ 6.  a belief different 
from Church 
teachings

A. fief

B. serf

C. concordat

D. clergy

E. heresy

F. theology

C

E

Define Match the vocabulary word with its definition.

A

Medieval Europe

Review Vocabulary 
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Section 1 The Early Middle Ages

Which peoples invaded Europe in 
the Middle Ages?

Vikings, Magyars, and Muslims

Medieval Europe

Review Main Ideas

JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents
JAT%20Reference%20Atlas.ppt#2. 2.%20Contents


How did the Catholic Church affect 
medieval Europe?

The Catholic Church helped in the 
growth of a new civilization.

Medieval Europe

Section 1 The Early Middle Ages

Review Main Ideas
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Section 2  Feudalism

What was the basis for wealth and 
power in medieval Europe?

owning land

Medieval Europe

Review Main Ideas
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What was the result of increased 
trade?

growth of towns and cities and rise 
of guilds and city governments

Medieval Europe

Section 2  Feudalism

Review Main Ideas
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Section 3  Kingdoms and Crusades

What changes in England and 
France were steps toward 
representative government?

Magna Carta, Parliament, and 
Estates-General

Medieval Europe

Review Main Ideas
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Which groups were at war with 
each other in the Crusades?  For 
what were they fighting?

Christians and Muslims were 
fighting for control of Jerusalem.

Medieval Europe

Section 3  Kingdoms and Crusades

Review Main Ideas
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Section 4  The Church and Society

How did the Catholic Church use its 
power to uphold its teachings?

preaching, Inquisition, expelled 
Jews and Muslims

Medieval Europe

Review Main Ideas
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Why did learning and the arts 
flourish in medieval Europe?

There was more wealth and support 
by church and government.

Medieval Europe

Section 4  The Church and Society

Review Main Ideas
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Section 5  The Late Middle Ages

What was the Black Death, and 
how did it change Europe?

The Black Death was a plague that 
killed nearly one of every two 
Europeans.  It changed Europe’s 
economy and weakened feudalism.

Medieval Europe

Review Main Ideas
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Which European nations were at 
war during the 1300s and 1400s?

England and France; Spain and 
Portugal against Muslims

Medieval Europe

Section 5  The Late Middle Ages

Review Main Ideas
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Cause and Effect What 
improvements in farming led to an 
increase in the production of food?

Improvements: heavy wheeled 
plow with iron plowshare; horse 
collar for horses plowing; 
watermills and windmills to grind 
more grain; increased farmland 
by drainage and three-field crop 
rotation.

Medieval Europe
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Compare What did Alfred the 
Great and William the Conqueror 
succeed in doing?

Both united England.  Albert 
drove out the Vikings, and 
William united his Norman 
culture with that of the English.

Medieval Europe
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Explore online information about the 
topics introduced in this chapter.

Click on the Connect button to launch your browser 
and go to the Journey Across Time Web site.  Click 
on Chapter 15-Chapter Overviews to preview 
information about this chapter.  When you finish 
exploring, exit the browser program to return to this 
presentation.  If you experience difficulty connecting 
to the Web site, manually launch your Web browser 
and go to http://www.jat.glencoe.com
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Pope John Paul II became head of the Roman 
Catholic Church in 1978.  Born in Poland, John Paul 
II is the first pope from a Slavic country and the first 
non-Italian pope in more than 450 years.

The Early Middle Ages



Britain, Denmark, and the Netherlands still make 
people knights.  Today, knighthood honors people 
who have performed a great service to society.  
When a person is knighted, he or she gets to use a 
title with their name.  Men use the title Sir, and 
women use the title Dame.

Feudalism



Ukraine gained independence from the Soviet 
Union in 1991, and Kiev became Ukraine’s capital 
city.  Today, Kiev is home to more than two million 
people.

Kingdoms and Crusades



In the Roman Catholic Church, patron saints are 
associated with certain trades or groups.  Francis 
of Assisi is the patron saint of animals and the 
environment.

The Church and Society



Isabella of Castile sponsored Christopher 
Columbus’s voyage to the Americas.  Because of 
this, she was honored as the first named woman to 
appear on a U.S. coin.

The Late Middle Ages



Just Ask

Learn It!

Reading Social Studies

Answering questions about what you have read is one 
way to show what you know, but asking thoughtful 
questions about the topic can often show even greater 
understanding.  How do you learn to ask great 
questions?



Just Ask

Learn It!

Reading Social Studies

• Use question starters such as who, what, when,
where, how, and why.

• Do more than just read the words on the page—
think deeply about the concepts.  For example, ask 
questions such as “What would have happened 
if…?”

Read the following passage from Section 5 on the 
next slide, and look at the questions that follow.



Charles, the prince who ruled 
southern France, wanted to 
take back the north.  In 1429 
a French peasant girl named 
Joan was brought to him.  
She told him that her favorite 
saints had urged her to free 
France.  Joan’s honesty 
persuaded Charles to let her 
go with a French army to 
Orléans.  Joan’s faith stirred 
the soldiers, and they took 
the city. —from page 557

Reading Social Studies



Here are some questions you might ask about the 
above paragraph: 

• What did Joan say to persuade Charles to let 
her ride with the army? 

Reading Social Studies

• How did Joan’s faith stir the soldiers? 

• Why did Joan believe saints wanted her to free 
France? 

• What happened to Joan after the French took 
the city? 



Ask and Answer

Practice It!

Read the passage about the Black Death from 
Chapter 15 on page 511 of your textbook. 

• Create three questions based on the paragraph 
on page 511 of your textbook.  Remember that 
not all questions have answers. 

Reading Social Studies
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Samurai used either 

metal or leather 

plates, laced with 

silk; knights wore 

metal armor; both 

used swords, armor 

and horses in battle.
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